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October 14, 1998

98-403
For Immediate Release:

BUZZARD HALL SCULPTURE TO BE UNVEILED HOMECOMING WEEKEND
CHARLESTON-- As part of Eastern Illinois University's Homecoming festivities,
the commissioned work of art for the newly renovated Robert G. Buzzard Hall will be unveiled
at 11:30 a.m. Saturday near the northwest entrance of Buzzard Hall on South Seventh Street.
The unveiling is open to the public.
The university, through the Illinois Capital Development Board's Art-in-Architecture
Program, commissioned Edward McCullough of Cissna Park to create the sculpture, "Meridian
III."

McCullough will present the sculpture to Eastern President David Joms. Gov. Jim Edgar
and Mike Dunbar of the CDB are among the invited guests.
The stainless steel sculpture is 10 feet tall and nearly 14 feet in diameter and weighs
3,000 pounds.
"I conceived the idea for the piece when I originally viewed the site,"
McCullough said. "What I really want to happen is for people to be part of it in an actual sense,
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not just in a passive sense. I want people to interact with the sculpture."
As the third work in a series of sculptures, McCullough said the primary inspiration for the
Meridian Series of sculptures is based upon the spiritual philosophies of Dakota Indians.
A professor of art at Columbia College in Chicago, McCullough's work can be found
throughout the Midwest, including college campuses and municipal buildings. He has been
honored by the Illinois Arts Council and the National Endowment for the Arts and has been a
selected participant in exhibitions throughout the country.
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